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Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Revision to the
United States Arctic Research Plan
July 14, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Arctic

Research and Policy Act of 1984, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 4108(a)), I transmit herewith the
fourth biennial revision (1996–2000) to the
United States Arctic Research Plan.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 14, 1995.

Remarks at the Unveiling Ceremony
for the Official Portraits of President
George Bush and Barbara Bush
July 17, 1995

Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Breeden, for your kind remarks and for your
essential work on behalf of the White House
and the history of this country.

We’re delighted to be here with President
and Mrs. Bush today and Vice President and
Mrs. Quayle, all the Members and former
Members of Congress, the members of the
Bush administration, and the friends of
George and Barbara Bush and especially the
family members. We welcome you all here
to the White House.

It’s impossible to live in this wonderful old
place without becoming incredibly attached
to it, to the history of our country and to
what each and every one of these rooms rep-
resent. In a way, I think every family who
has ever lived here has become more and
more a part of our country’s history, just for
the privilege of sleeping under this roof at
night. And so perhaps the most important
thing I can say to President and Mrs. Bush
today is, welcome home. We’re glad to have
you back.

I want to say, too, that we thought that
we ought to have this ceremony in the East
Room. This has always been the people’s
room. In the 19th century, it used to get so
crowded at receptions that one of the win-
dows over here was turned into a door so
people could get out if they couldn’t bear

the crowds anymore. There are so many here
today, perhaps we should have done it again.
But we thought the air-conditioning made it
advisable for us to all stay put.

Many of you know that it was in this room
that Abigail Adams used to dry the family
laundry when the room was nothing more
than a brick shell. You may not know that
the great explorer Meriwether Lewis set up
camp here, surrounded by canvas tarps,
books, and hunting rifles in the day when
he was Thomas Jefferson’s secretary. John
Quincy Adams frequently would come here
to watch the Sun rise after he finished his
early morning swim in the Potomac. That
also is something we’re considering taking up
if the heat wave doesn’t break.

The portraits that we add here today cele-
brate another chapter to our rich history and
particularly to the rich history of the East
Room where they will remain for a few days
before they are properly hung. I managed
to get a glimpse of these portraits, and I must
admit that I think the artist did a wonderful
job, and we’re all in his debt. But I also want
to say, President Bush, if I look half as good
as you do when I leave office, I’ll be a happy
man. [Laughter]

I want to again compliment Herbert
Abrams, the artist. He also painted the por-
trait of President Carter. So once again,
President Bush has set another outstanding
example of bipartisanship.

These portraits, as has already been said,
will be seen by millions of Americans who
visit here, reminding them of what these two
great Americans stood for and for what they
have done to strengthen our country. The
portraits in the White House are more than
likenesses. They tell the story of the promise
of one American life and, in so doing, the
promise of all American life. They offer a
lesson, an example, a challenge for every
American to live up to the responsibilities
of citizenship.

As Americans look for ways to come to-
gether to deal with the challenges we face
today, they can do well in looking at the lives
of President and Mrs. Bush. They have been
guided by the basic American values and vir-
tues of honesty, compassion, civility, respon-
sibility, and optimism. They have passed
these values on to their family and on to our
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American family as well. And for that we
should all be profoundly grateful.

Mrs. Bush’s portrait will hang adjacent to
the Vermeil Room on the ground floor cor-
ridor, taking her place in history in the line
of America’s First Ladies. One role of the
First Lady is to open the doors to the White
House. Mrs. Bush will be in the hearts of
Americans forever for the gracious way in
which she opened so many doors, not just
to this house but to a world of endless possi-
bility through reading. Her campaign for lit-
eracy exemplified our country’s great spirit
of voluntarism and our primary concern for
the potential of every individual American.
Her life of helping others has brought rec-
ognition to all those Americans, especially to
American women, who have seen unmet
needs in their communities and reached out
to meet them. We cannot thank her enough.

President Bush’s portrait will hang out
here in the Grand Foyer, across from the
portrait of President Franklin Roosevelt, the
Commander in Chief he served in World
War II. It will stand as a reminder of George
Bush’s basic integrity and decency and of his
entire adult lifetime devoted to public serv-
ice. Most of all, it will stand as a testimony
to a leader who helped Americans move for-
ward toward common ground on many
fronts. We see this clearly in the causes
George Bush led us in as President, causes
that aimed at improving the lives not just of
Republicans but of all Americans.

He made education a national priority
when he hosted the education summit in
1989, something I will never forget and al-
ways be especially personally grateful for, be-
cause he understood that a solid education
is essential to every American’s ability to
meet the challenges of the 21st century.

He led us to a new dedication to service
and extolled the real heroes in America, the
ordinary Americans who every day go about
solving the problems of this country in coura-
geous, brave, and quiet manners. The Points
of Light Initiative held up the best in Amer-
ica, reminded us of what we can do when
we truly work together. And I can say that
it was the one thing he did that he personally
asked me to continue when I took this office,
and I was honored to do it because it was

so important. And it remains important to
the United States today.

He signed the Americans with Disabilities
Act, something that has now acquired broad
support among people of all parties and all
walks of life and which has made a real dif-
ference to the quality of life of Americans
who are now making larger contributions to
the rest of us. And he supported and signed
the Clean Air Act, which is terribly important
today in preserving the quality of American
life.

He also led our Nation and the world in
the Gulf War alliance, in an example of con-
tributions and cooperations in the aftermath
of the cold war that I believe will long be
followed.

Finally, since he has left this office, he has
continued to be an active and aggressive citi-
zen for what he believed in. He worked here
to help us to pass NAFTA, something for
which I am profoundly grateful. And just the
other day, he earned the gratitude of all
Americans who believe in law and order and
believe in civil citizenship when he defended
the honor and reputation of law-abiding law
enforcement officers and Government em-
ployees. For all these things, all Americans
should be grateful to George Bush.

For President and Mrs. Bush, love of
country and service to it have always meant
the same thing. We honor them both today
for their leadership, their character, and their
concern for their fellow citizens.

On November 2, 1800, the day after his
very first night in the White House, John
Adams wrote to his wife, ‘‘I pray Heaven to
bestow the best of blessings on this house
and on all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May
none but honest and wise men ever rule
under this roof.’’ In the case of George Bush,
John Adams’ prayers were surely met.

It is my great honor and pleasure now to
unveil the official portraits of President and
Mrs. Bush.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Robert L. Breeden, chairman of
the board, White House Historical Association.
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Proclamation 6810—Captive Nations
Week, 1995
July 17, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we mark the 36th observance of ‘‘Cap-

tive Nations Week,’’ Americans reflect on the
sorrow of peoples throughout the world who
are physically and spiritually oppressed by
their governments. In our hearts, we know
that the ongoing struggle for individual lib-
erty is part of a larger cause—an inter-
national quest for true peace. Recent years
have seen great progress in the global march
toward freedom. But far too many of human-
ity’s children still live in fear.

Our commemoration of this week reflects
the concern of Americans for all of those in
need. Having sustained the promise of de-
mocracy for more than 200 years, we under-
stand its many blessings and its profound im-
portance in the world. While we celebrate
the triumph of democratic governments in
nations around the globe, we stay bound to
those who remain prisoners of violence, pov-
erty, and prejudice. As beneficiaries of free-
dom’s power, we must champion their strug-
gle, promoting respect for human dignity ev-
erywhere on Earth.

Stripped of fundamental personal rights
and barred from realizing their political
voice, the captive citizens of authoritarian re-
gimes share our people’s dreams of happi-
ness. Today, in nations of the former Soviet
bloc and from Asia to Africa to Latin Amer-
ica, our new democratic friends are acting
on their hopes for opportunity and prosper-
ity, recognizing that respect for individual
freedom is the key to internal and inter-
national stability. America plays a vital role
in this process of growth and change. As
President John F. Kennedy said years ago,
our ‘‘historic task in this embattled age is not
merely to defend freedom. It is to extend
its writ and strengthen its covenant.’’ We
Americans have an enormous stake in the
fate of captive nations. Their future is no less
than our greatest hope for peace.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au-

thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week in
July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 16 through July 22,
1995, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities, rededicating ourselves to the prin-
ciples of freedom and justice on which this
Nation was founded and by which it will ever
endure.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:43 p.m., July 17, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 19.

Message to the Congress on the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)
July 18, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
On May 30, 1992, in Executive Order No.

12808, the President declared a national
emergency to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States arising from actions and
policies of the Governments of Serbia and
Montenegro, acting under the name of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia or
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, in their
involvement in and support for groups at-
tempting to seize territory in Croatia and the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina by force
and violence utilizing, in part, the forces of
the so-called Yugoslav National Army (57 FR
23299, June 2, 1992). I expanded the national
emergency in Executive Order No. 12934 of
October 25, 1994, to address the actions and
policies of the Bosnian Serb forces and the
authorities in the territory of the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina that they control.
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